
Create a four-year high school plan.
Work with the College Guidance Counselor to ensure you are enrolled in appropriately
rigorous courses at SCA. 

Use Khan Academy to prep for the PSAT 8/9 or PSAT NMSQT (10  graders).th

After Term 1 report cards are released, reflect on where you can improve and celebrate
your academic success. GPA for college acceptance begins in 9th grade!
Explore extracurricular activities. Where possible, pursue leadership positions. 

Learn to organize your email by creating folders and checking it daily.
Begin building a resume to use for future college applications and employment. 
Over Christmas Break:

Talk to trusted adults about their career path & get advice!
Consider visiting colleges, especially if you are traveling for the holidays and there are
universities nearby your travel location. 

C O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S TC O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S TC O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S T
9 T H  &  1 0 T H  G R A D E

TERM 1

TERM 2

TERM 4

TERM 3

Complete a career assessment to start brainstorming potential college majors. 
Begin researching colleges at College Board. Request a meeting with your College
Guidance Counselor to clarify your criteria for colleges.
Take the TSIA 2.0 at ACC if you are interested in taking Summer or Fall dual credit courses. 
Explore summer opportunities. Look for a job, internship, or volunteer position that will help
you learn about a field of interest and build your resume.

Meet with the College Guidance Counselor to select your courses for next year. 
Register for Fall dual credit courses.
Update your resume based on what you accomplished during the school year.
During the Summer:

If you plan to work, put some of your earnings away in a college savings account. It’s
never too early to start saving for college.
Complete volunteer hours, an internship, extracurriculars, or a summer job.
Visit colleges around home or around your vacation spots, if applicable. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
https://hiverhq.com/blog/how-to-organize-gmail-inbox
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/resumes-cover-letters/high-school-resume-tips
https://www.careerexplorer.com/career-test/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.volunteermatch.org/
https://www.asvabprogram.com/media-center-article/64


Use Khan Academy to prep for
the SAT in October. This is your
first college-reportable score! 
Attend local college fairs and
visit with college
representatives when they
come to campus.

Begin researching colleges at College Board.
Request a meeting with your College Guidance
Counselor to clarify your criteria for colleges.
Update your resume. Get it reviewed by trusted
adults and the College Guidance Counselor.
Over Christmas Break:

Talk to trusted adults about their career
paths & get advice!
Visit colleges around home or near your
holiday travel locations.

Use Khan Academy to prep for the SAT in April. With practice, most students improve on
their second try!
Take the TSIA 2.0 at ACC if you are interested in taking Summer or Fall dual credit courses.
Research college scholarships: SCA Scholarship Bank, RaiseMe, BigFuture 
Plan your summer opportunities. Look for a job, internship, or volunteer position that will
help you learn about a field of interest.
Distinguished diploma applicants: research and secure a summer internship.
Attend the Spring Rising Senior College Meeting at SCA before Spring Break.
Spring Break: Consider college visits, missions trips, working, or volunteering.

Meet with the College Guidance Counselor to select your courses for next year and to
review your college list to make sure it is balanced (reach, target, likely).
Create your Common App account and begin filling it out, especially the honors and
extracurriculars section. Draft your college essay using resources like this. 
Register for the June SAT in April if you plan to take it another time.
Request 2 letters of recommendation from your teachers before leaving for summer.
Register for Fall dual credit courses in early May.
Update your resume based on what you accomplished during the school year.
During the Summer:

Work, shadow, volunteer
Attend summer camps or college programs
Create a calendar of scholarship deadlines
Visit colleges! Apps open on Aug 1 . Apply early to competitive schools/programs.st

C O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S TC O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S TC O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S T
1 1 T H  G R A D E

TERM 1 TERM 2

TERM 4

TERM 3

https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/resumes-cover-letters/high-school-resume-tips
https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r0YDlhk6gp7brvW9fNJJaul0OCP99L2Ih__g714tqag/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.raise.me/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-directory
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.asvabprogram.com/media-center-article/64


Apps open Aug 1st! 
Update Common App &
ApplyTX Profiles.
Complete dual credit
registrations
Professionalize social
media accounts! 

Study for SAT if re-taking
Narrow school list to top
3-5 and note deadlines
Apply to schools &
scholarships
Visit schools & attend
college fairs

FAFSA opens Oct. 1
Take the SAT
Free App Week on
ApplyTexas 13-19th
Submit early
decision/early action
applications by 10/15

NO PIE ‘TIL YOU APPLY!
Enjoy Thanksgiving by
making sure you’ve
applied to 100% of your
colleges before break.
Schedule admission &
scholarship interviews

Stay in contact with
admissions counselors
about next steps
Discuss college
finances over
Christmas break

If filing, be sure your
FAFSA is complete by
Jan 15th
Check app portals
regularly & submit
missing docs

Apply for scholarships
If admitted and living
on campus, work on
securing your housing
right away
Plan last-minute
college visits

Report all scholarship
offers to the College
Guidance Counselor
Make final college
visits, if needed
Apply to scholarships

Make your college
decision!
Complete any
enrollment needs
Sign up for freshmen
orientation
Finalize your housing

If applicable, request ACC,
LETU, or CCU transcripts to
be sent to colleges
Request your final
transcripts to be sent to
your college. (College
Guidance Counselor)
Graduate!

Attend freshman
orientation
If applicable, send AP
test scores to your
college
Plan your move-in
arrangements

C O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S TC O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S TC O L L E G E  P L A N N I N G  C H E C K L I S T
1 2 T H  G R A D E

AUG SEP OCT

NOV DEC JAN

FEB MAR APR

MAY SUMMER

The Search for
Significance
Finding My Vocation
The Defining Decade

RECOMMENDED
READING

https://www.mytexasfuture.org/middle-high-school/apply-to-college/
https://admissions.austincc.edu/order-an-acc-transcript/
https://www.letu.edu/academics/registrar/transcripts.html
https://www.ccu.edu/academics/transcripts/
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/sending-scores
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/sending-scores
https://www.amazon.com/Search-Significance-Seeing-Worth-Through/dp/0849944244/ref=sr_1_1?crid=10BHTXUCNUYPX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.JruBW2kenImy6FXSJfaDOjwueucgGF9maJoeI0z1KFM-ExnMyCw5lQYKinoLBM1xtX15cIUHxT5E1e-nmjEz7mZL6LMmNWNpuntSiZRVLV1upJ-2gLemrC7cQOyGCdKT2sDzkyNfNNRbqRjVUQ2N2ev5D4vm4ijo17_lDXaB8x7ccGrvyIcCrrN44IgKbcEZeFuqh2JT7oGP_9c5Y9T9INZq7dS9oM00pW7zJEAgA5Y.TNZiRxXYQay7jR4KxSHUPi67ckzSvw1LILMmeGjzhAE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+search+for+significance&qid=1748980559&s=books&sprefix=the+search+for+significanc%2Cstripbooks%2C108&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Search-Significance-Seeing-Worth-Through/dp/0849944244/ref=sr_1_1?crid=10BHTXUCNUYPX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.JruBW2kenImy6FXSJfaDOjwueucgGF9maJoeI0z1KFM-ExnMyCw5lQYKinoLBM1xtX15cIUHxT5E1e-nmjEz7mZL6LMmNWNpuntSiZRVLV1upJ-2gLemrC7cQOyGCdKT2sDzkyNfNNRbqRjVUQ2N2ev5D4vm4ijo17_lDXaB8x7ccGrvyIcCrrN44IgKbcEZeFuqh2JT7oGP_9c5Y9T9INZq7dS9oM00pW7zJEAgA5Y.TNZiRxXYQay7jR4KxSHUPi67ckzSvw1LILMmeGjzhAE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+search+for+significance&qid=1748980559&s=books&sprefix=the+search+for+significanc%2Cstripbooks%2C108&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-My-Vocation-Seeking-Calling/dp/1959515292/ref=asc_df_1959515292?mcid=2c38f6c9c0f138779b9d939d38bd50d2&hvocijid=17118713843491867353-1959515292-&hvexpln=73&tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=721245378154&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=17118713843491867353&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9193523&hvtargid=pla-2281435177378&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Defining-Decade-Your-Twenties-Matter/dp/1538754231/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VE3G64YRN2WG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UUDn2o5z6zg7Eu17xvfti_tGTClLr8HiWXQUFGY6jUdJpCiFeM2e5f3vof_B2KyVcFlrkRk-KBDFXctSLzLh_4SW0noDH8179kbrkE1vxK-AlCuL246TpV50_FUo2DkgX-BHPydc4c8mKlTol8Ct-wFvz3Ow9MY9mvF56IENPGxyFyArdiNcuTRvSsXE4ZXLUohobDTzmHF6qQt-xIuDXZual1QXwkeiHEJtPXcPOAE.pJTtKR4Va4YWsMfdHs8UizP9mBZKQNMRp9VkyKt9PXY&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+defining+decade&qid=1748980582&s=books&sprefix=the+defining+decade%2Cstripbooks%2C109&sr=1-1

